
 

EUROSAF 
ATT. THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND SECRETARYGENERAL  

SENT VIA E-MAIL: SECRETARYGENERAL@EUROSAF.ORG  

18 March 2022 
 

EUROSAF SATEMENT ON UKRAINE, RUSSIA, AND BELARUS 

Dear President, board members and secretary general. 

The members of the Nordic Sailing Federation - Danish Sailing Association, Estonian Yachting 
Union, Finnish Sailing and Boating Federation, Icelandic Sailing Association, Latvian Yachting 
Union, Lithuanian Sailing Union, Norwegian Sailing Federation and Swedish Sailing Federation - 
wish to follow up on our letter of 8 March 2022.  

As expressed at the General Assembly these MNAs do not fully support the EUROSAF statement of 
3 March 2022.  

For us it is important, that we also avoid the participation of Russian and Belarussian delegates 
and representatives from their federations in our meetings and activities. By doing so we send the 
strongest signal to the two countries  

Therefore, we welcome your invitation to submit a counter proposal.  

Enclosed please find our proposal. We have copied the 3 March version to the left and our own 
proposal to the right. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Freyr Riska 
President of the Nordic Sailing Federation, 

on behalf of Danish Sailing Association, Estonian Yachting Union, Finnish Sailing and Boating 
Federation, Icelandic Sailing Association, Latvian Yachting Union, Lithuanian Sailing Union, 
Norwegian Sailing Federation and Swedish Sailing Federation. 

 

  



 

DRAFT 
EUROSAF statement concerning war in Ukraine 
 

EUROSAF Board proposal 3rd March Proposal 16th March  
By members of the Nordic Sailing Federation 
(Danish Sailing Association, Estonian Yachting 
Union, Finnish Sailing and Boating Federation, 
Icelandic Sailing Association, Latvian Yachting 
Union, Lithuanian Sailing Union, Norwegian 
Sailing Federation and Swedish Sailing 
Federation). 

EUROSAF joins recent recommendations of the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) and 
the World Sailing statement of 1 March. The 
EUROSAF Executive Board therefore decided 
the following: 
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– EUROSAF suspends participation of Russian 
and Belarusian athletes and officials in 
EUROSAF events until further notice. This is 
especially to ensure the safety of all 
participants. EUROSAF has no events planned 
in Russia or Belarus in 2022. 
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all Members and event organizers to 
implement this measure and to suspend 
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events. This also includes race 
officials’ spots allocated through the EUROSAF 
Race Officials Exchange Programme. 
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– The Executive Board strongly recommends 
not sending athletes and officials to 
Russian and Belarusian events. 



 

– The upcoming EUROSAF General Assembly 
on 12 March 2022 will not take place in 
Croatia as planned due to the current situation 
in Europe, but online. More information on 
this will be sent separately to our Members 
soon. The Executive Board considers it is 
important to keep lines of communication 
open, so delegates from Russia and Belarus 
are also welcome in this online meeting. 
 

- The Executive Board strongly recommends 
that Russian and Belarussian delegates and 
representatives do not attend meetings and 
activities at any levels of the international 
sailing community - including EUROSAF itself. 
Consequently, it also recommends that no 
members of EUROSAF shall meet with 
representatives from the Russian and 
Belarussian Sailing Federations.   

– The Executive Board expresses its 
appreciation for Yana Dobzhitskaya as a 
EUROSAF Executive Board member from 
Russia with enormous knowledge and 
commitment to the sport of sailing, especially 
within Europe. She will therefore continue to 
be involved and attend all meetings. However, 
she will not participate in decisions concerning 
Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine. 
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– The Executive Board is committed to helping 
Ukrainian sailors as much as it can. Only last 
year, the very first international sailing 
championship took place in Ukraine, under the 
EUROSAF umbrella. As a first measure, the 
Executive Board has decided to waive both the 
EUROSAF membership fee for the Sailing 
Federation of Ukraine and the entry fee for 
Ukrainian sailors in EUROSAF events in 2022. 
Our thoughts are with our friends in the 
Ukrainian sailing community, whom we will 
support in any way we can. 
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The Executive Board looks forward to peace 
returning immediately and to sailing resuming 
in friendly competition. In the meantime it will 
continue to monitor the situation and adapt its 
decisions and recommendations accordingly. 
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